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. @ AFFAIRS Baghdad or bust:

A BRIEFING ON GLOBAL AFFAIRS, BUSINESS, CULTURE & DESIGN how do vou rehabilitate Irag?
. BUSINESS How I manage:
the coffee king of Ttaly |

(® CULTURE The great tune-up: |
why radio is rewriting the rules

@' DESIGN Reconsidering the

The Great Global Rethink Issue: _ plceyoucailhome

@ EMTS Escape to Uruguay,

From nation to shop to home a Mexican in NewYork and
Sonyva Park’s last meal
Qur editors and correspondents on face-lifts and overhauls across EXPO Cruise control: the future |

retail, transport, hospitality and more. A Monocle SPECIAL REPORT  of the Suez Canal
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Perfect 1solation

Awmsterdam [RESIDENCE]

Located in east Amaterdam, [Jburg's seven islands
Torm one of the ciby's newest residential districts. This
three-storey hame by lacal firm Knevel Architecten
site on Rigteilard Ooet, a small islard dedicated to
detached houses. The surface of the roof is pierced
with ouldoor areas and covered in solar paness, Litthe
of the residential neighbourhood can ba seen from
the house, Instead, the architects have taken
advaniags of the natural beauty surrounding it with a
loggia conracting the living area to the outdoors and
a large first-floor baleomy, =— ABS
rrevelarchitecten.nt

Curated and serrated
Italy [EITCIHENWARE]

Since 1807 Halizan food brarnd King's has specialised
in curing meats, But it really got our attention with

a line of knives and accessarias from the Venetian
designer Luca Michetto, A salumiere’s dream. — 10
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Terrace talk
Stockiolm [RETATL]

Swenakt Tenn, Estrid Ericson’s
Stockholm design store, has
closed its Strandvagan doors for
a redesign and expansion and
has tempoorarily relocated 1o tha
former Astoria cinema, whera tha
furniture, lighting and fabrcs are
displayed on the staggensd
ferraces = a surprising and
charmirg backdrop. == 1151
svansritonn.se

Wheelie good

LK [Boox]

Inteochis ﬂ||1-g| 104 bikes grouped by
Ly — rawzing, lousi 1-:IIUI|Ir1 aned
the: nare w "uninsities”
categary al aiook In - this

is the uHimate quids fo the Dest

o bicy femign, Whchael
Ernbacher's detailed Cyolapadia
pravides us with the histery of
sach bike ard its vital st
inciuchngg brake, tvre and even
gEAr YRR, =— A
thamesanahudsan.cam
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Show us something new
Trade shows must regain the exciterment fost amid
a culture of 'versions” rather than new products

I"va al-tan.deﬁ six design trade fairs in nartham Europs
so far this year. On returning horme and attempting

b rake order out of the growing paper mowntain

I"'ve accumulated, I'm shocked to see that the printed
matter from the combined fairs can ba reduced inte
one box file of “important™ things,

It's riot that I'm ruthlass it's mone hat there's &
culturs in the design Industry for introdusing versions
Instead of new products, And my filing system
dossn't need 1o be updated with a whale new
catalogus just to remind me of & rew colounsay,

This develapment speaks of many things:
principally the lack of maoney o imest in B&D, the
production costs and the sk of devaloping ard
launching a new product in a wobbly financial market.
Biut good common sense in business is matched with
2 curious bravado amang dessgn manufasturers who
fieel withclrawing their presenca fram a trace fair
because they hava nothing new to present ta the
market is & loss of face. Hence, they extend the legs
an an existing chalr, o design a children's varsion, or
paint a hockeasa blue. And suddenly there's & resson
o gocupy & large stand at the fair, print a new
catalogue and present everyihing 21l over again.

This small saving of face surely means losing
something greater in the long run, These tweaks
can't possibly merit the logistics and expense of
showing at a fair. Mor can they feasibly be called
improvements. They're mare like aberrant specles:
chairs and fables that lock like that beautiful dasign
from a few years ago but a [tk bit wrong, In the
worst cages, like a slightly wonky knock-cff,

The mansy and enargy spent would be better
=aved for ang yesr of no-shows and spent instead
on intreducing an criginal product the fallowing year.
Evergone would banefit: young designess would
have a stab at getting a prototype into production
and the industry would mave farward, Trade fairs
would become the exciting showcases they once
wiene — smallern, tighter and mare about the original
developments of our time, not the tweakings of
creations by former generations, — (M2

Top of the table

Srockholm [HOMEWARE]

Al the Stockhobm Furmitues Fain it
was hand to mowe without buenpéng
et i1 deslgn by local io Classscn
Kowisito Rune. Theuagh we larmet
me name” syndrome rife in
tousty, e do wiskoarme thesr
weif tabdes for Offeccs. Available
in 1;|rae sizes arsd shapes with

a nesch or white E2minate fingsh,
it simpbe, elegant form whealeod
its widy into cour haarts, =110
oifecct.se
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